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most part. Nature Is not, as with Wordsworth, the nurse
of the poet's moral being, but a cold elusive power existing In
splendid isolation among hills and vales and coming into
men's lives to reveal to them their Inmost being. Such revela-
tion releases no moral fervour, but provides only a vision as
bleak as the hills themselves. Since language 'finds Its most
expressive use in poetry'1, the poetical medium of expression
Is adopted In the 'Interludes', and we have in them many
graphic and memorable turns of expression that are reminiscent
of Browning at his best.

His five 'Interludes' and e*The Sale of Saint Thomas'*
(though styled -a play in six acts') are a group of dramatic poems
bearing the Impress of a common purpose and setting forth a
metaphysical approach to the problems of life. Prof. Oliver
Elton says : "He read much philosophy, not for the sake of
any formal system, but as a poet reads it, for whatever might
fire Ms Imagination or point to some satisfying creed. He is for
ever circling round the ancient problems ; the nature of beauty,
the place of love In life and In the universal order, the possible
union of the individual self with the One, and the attendant
mystery of evil."2

Abercromble admits In Ms preface to his Collected Poems
(1930) that 'the order of publication does not correspond to the
order in which the poems were composed'. It Is, no doubt,
true that Abercrombie works out no consistent system of
philosophy. It is not the business of a poet to do so. But,
apparently there seems to be a kind of nexus of thought running
through the group of poems included In this chapter because
they all deal with definite quests after Truth. But the seekers
are different and their methods of approach are also different. In
the first 'Interlude* the approach of a devout Christian convert is
described. In Blind, a tramp's approach to the problem of sin is
set forth. It is essentially an ignorant man's point of view,
presented with sophistry. In the next poem, the quest of the
Seeker who is essentially a scientist, is described and his folly
exposed. The fourth poem deals with the quest of a poet who
does not like to face life and Its problems, but only attempts to

1 Poems, Preface, p. vL

* Proceedings of the British Academy, 1939, p. 399.
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